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You Can
Call on Me

Answer the call of the l\ew York Police and Fire Widows' and Children's Benefit Fund,

and help the families of those killed in the line of duty.

by Mark jvfessicr

SINCE 2001 the month of September has taen
on a poweif meang. On one day in history, lives
were taen, saved, and changed; people of every

age, race, and creed stood together and helped one
another. Too many died, but thankfy many
more lived because of the courageous and selfess
acts of New York City fiefighters, police offcers,
and Port Authority and EMS personneL.

Mter September 11 the
number of families
. assisted by the Benefit
Fund more than doubled
when 60 police and Port
Authority officers and
343 firefiqhters and
EMS worker~erished
at the World 'lrade Center.

r remember feelig that r, too, had a responsibû-
ity. As a member of the Nationa Hockey League
and of the New York conuunity-and simply as a
member of my own family and of the human rae-
r somehm... needed to help. In the weeks and
months that followed, I met many fames who
were awatig news about missing loved ones. It
made me vow never to forget the sacrifice made by

those who lost their lives and those who gave their
lives to save others.

Seven years have passed, and unfortately, the

risks and danger asociated with the job of keeping
New Yorkers safe, secure, and protected have
increased. New York fie, police, Port Authority
and EMS personnel contiue to put themselves in
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har's 'Nay every day, and their familes contiue

to hope for a "quiet tour." But these arc dangerous
jobs, and as m~y as 15 men and women are kied
in the lie of duty each year, leavig their fames in
rough emotional and fiancial shape.

Founded in 198 by Rusty Staub (and later ¡cd
by charty president and CEO Stephen

Dannhauser), the New York Police and Fire
Widows' and Chidren's Benefit Fund (l'IYPFWC)
has sought to augment the city's pension payments

and help ease the financial burdens faced by fam-
lies of police offcers and fiefighters who are lost in
the lie of duty. Prior to September 11, 2001, the

l\Iì:'PF\VC ditrbuted a onetime death benefit plus

anual stipends to fire and police fames, includ-
ing "\tidows who'd lost a loved one as
far back as ¡945. Afr September II, 2001, the
number of fames assisted by the Benefit Fund
more than doubled when 60 police and Port
Authority offcers and 343 fìefightei~ and EMS
workers perished at the World Trade Center.

To date, there are nearly 700 fie, police, Port
AuthOrity, and EMS fames who are assisted by
the Benefit Fund. On September 23, I'll be livig
up to my promise to always remember the ongoing

sacrce made by these brave men and women.

Every day New Yorkers prove that ordiary people

can do extraordiary thgs.

\'\at wil you do?

The 23rd annual New ìórk Police and Fire Widows'

and Children's Benefit Fund dinner lakes prace on
Tuesday, September 23, at 6 P.M. at the Nac nrk

Hilton 1335AvenueoftheAmericas. For tickets, more

inftrmolion, or to make a dOTlalion (97 percent of

which goes directly to Benefit Fund beneficin'es), call

Linda Giammona at 272.735-4505 or vÙit
anserthecallorg.
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