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Recently, I had the pleasure of sittig in on a meetig of the intial planng stages for
a wonderfl event to be held in Montauk in late May. The meeting was between several
Montauk businesspeople and the Director of Development, Linda Giamona, of one of the
most beloved chartable orgarzations in New York. Ms. Giamona represen~s New York
Police & Fir Widows & Children's Benefit Fund. This meeting was to organze the detais
for inviting 40 children and adults to Montauk for the day. These children have lost a par-
ent in the line of duty.

The branchild for hosting this event is Richard Ware, of the Ebb Tidc. For the last
few years, the Ebb Tide has ben inviting onder privileged children from the East End area
to spend a day on board, fishing and enjoying natue. With the hear agreement of Ebb
Tide owner, Jane Bowman, Rich contacted the Benefit Fund to extend this same oppomi-
TIity for children of fallen heroes.

After some back and fort phone calls, a meeting date was held at the home of
Montauk Sun owner and publisher, Ken GIustIno. \Vcn he heard of the planned outing,
Mr. GiustIno offered his Montauk home for the children to enjoy a barbeque and swim in
his pool, after the boat excursion. The ever chartable Gurney's Inn has stepped up to the
plate with a promise of food for the event.

Details pertaiing to trsporttion, exact date, and a host of other logistics were cov-

ered and planed at ths first meetig. Durng the conversation, Ms. Giammona. a viva-

cious, knowledgeable and personable young woman, described how the Benefit Fund
began and exactly how they help the widows and children of these brave and admirable
heroes that died in the line of duty.

Established way back in 1985 by legendar baseball great, Danel J. "Rusty" Staub,
the charty's mission is to give assistance to the famlies of Ncw York City police offcers,
fire fighters, Port Authority Police and EMS personnel that died in the line of duty. The

Chamber Meeting for Nick's Beach
by Ken Giustino

Paul Monte & Loraine Creegan
Gues.ts: Pete Hamerle, Town Councilman

Julia Prince, Town Councilwoman
Also in Attendance: Jay Sc~eiderman

The Meeting was well attended with standing room only. Pete brought members up
to speed on the tlrat to close Nick's Beach.

Taken from the minutes of the meeting: Due to several drownings in 2003 and
hefore. the Town ofEa~t Hampton deemed a Life guard stand was necessar at this beach.
Health dept requirements state that a comfoit station must be located within 500 ft of the
lifeguard stand at a guarded hathing beach. \Vaivcrs were granted to use porta potties. An

application was put in for a
comfort station at one site,
but upon review the DEC
said the facility must be fur-
ther from the dunes and

road drains. Last year,

another waiver was granted
when the town cited other
beaches where the comfort

station is oyer 500' from the
beach .This year. the

SCDHS told the town that
they must post signs stating, .

that there is no lifeguard and that swimming is prohibited. They also stated that signs
were not enough and that the town must patrol and enforce this ruling. This issue has gone
through much discussion between the to\\/n and SCDHS representative Mack Waters. At
this iime. Pete stated that SCDHS will grant a waiver once again as long as the Town can
submit a conceptual plan for the construction of a comfort station and also provide a porta
potty trailer system that also supplies running water for hand washing. There is a town
o\'med alley way that may meet the requirements of location for providing a comfort sta-
tion that was brought to light by Jay Schneiderman, Town engineers need to look into the
water lines and water table and other factors in this area to make a determination that this
would be an acceptable site.

If there are any prohlems \viih water lines and water table etc., it appears they will
need a plan B. There arc more locations but they n?ay involve the purchace of prime real
estate pushing the project cost up to a milon dollars. Julia Prince had some other
research III raIl back on as weIl. The town appears to be pursuing the most logical and cost
effective solution first. Claire, Nick's wife, offered to give a rightaway from par of their
parcd to let them build a eomfort staíionjust åt:oss from where the porta pottys were last
summer. This location is too close to the Dunes by the DEe's regulations. The most log..
ical is the 100:ation Jay presented, which was found by Jay, Carl Darenberg & Loraine
Creegan. thanks to their efforts the beaches of Montauk should stay open for aii of us to
enjoy.

A second hipic covered in the meeting was to post sign~ in 2 locati.ons on the Old
Highway saying "~o Lifeguard" or "No Lifeguard, Swimming Prohibited". The exact
wording was not available at the meeting. Tom Milne owner of the Suif Side Restaurant
asked Pete Hammerle to guarntee the group of members that the verbage of the sign wil
he presented before it is approved. Pete agreed and stated that this is recommendations of
the Towns Insurance Co. and not the Town Boards Idea.
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Benefit Fund gives financial assistance to grieving families immediately after they lose
their loved onc. The goal of the Benefit Fund over the years has been to raise money to
keep helping out these famlies as the children grow and the financial needs remain. It is
a volunteer bascd organzation and operates with a minimal administrative overhead.
Approximately 97% of donations go directly to the beneficiares! How many familes does
the Benefit Fund help? In 1987, about 320 famlies received annual assistance and as of
2007 this conutment has grown to nearly 700 famlies. It is a registered chartable organ-
ization in New York State and other jursdictions and more information is on their website:
www.answerthecal.org

The largest event held each year to raise money is a well-attended event at Shca
Stadium. Ths year the 24th anual picnic is set for May 28, 2008 at a game between the
METS and MARINS. ii is a day of baseball, hot dogs, meeting the METS players and
celebrating. The public is welcome to purchase tickets and atlend this terrfic day. The pic~
nic stars at 4 pm and the game at 7 pm. For more information about purchasing tickets
and joining in on the day's events, call 212 735-4505 or visit www.answertecalLorg

Donations: Hit is not possible to attend the ballgamc to support this wortwhile char-
ity, donations of any amount will dearly help keep the Benefit Fund going. No check is
too small to help continue their good deeds for helping these families. The widows and
children nee financial assistance while coping with the loss of their loved one. Checks
can be mailed to: New York Police & Fire Widows' & Children's Benefit Fund, General
Post Office PO Box 26837, New York, New York 10087-6837. Contributions can also be
made online by visiting www.answerthecall.org

Carl's Birthday Bash
Carl and Friends charted the
Magical Mystery bus in April to the
Lizard Lounge in Bohemia for a
night of Karaoke & Fun. Happy
Birthday Bud!!!
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